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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claims 1 1 and 21 are objected to because of the following informalities: in line 5 
the colon (:) after "wherein" should be removed. In amendment of claim 18 the added 
words "electrical" were not underlined to reveal how the claim was changed. Also a 
period is missing at the end of the claim. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rydell et al. 
(5,258,006). Rydell et al. disclose an ablation device, comprising: 
a first jaw (27a) including a first electrode (24); 

a second jaw (27b) having a proximal end and including a second electrode (24), 
the second jaw operatively associated with the first jaw and opposing the first jaw; 

an actuation mechanism (Figure 1) releasably coupled to the proximal end of the 
second jaw; 
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a first actuation member (12) responsive to the actuation mechanism, and 
extending from the proximal end of the second jaw for causing a clamping movement of 
the first and second jaws; and 

an electrical supply line (Figure 3, # 13) responsive to the actuation mechanism, 
and extending from the proximal end of the second jaw for electrically energizing the 
first and second electrodes (col. 5, line 29-col. 9, line 2). 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Phan (US 
2005/0090817). Phan discloses an ablation device, comprising: 
a first jaw including a first electrode (Figure 7); 

a second jaw having a proximal end and including a second electrode (Figure 7), 
the second jaw operatively associated with the first jaw and opposing the first jaw; 

an actuation mechanism (Figure 7) releasably coupled to the proximal end of the 
second jaw (# 600 mates to # 602 by rotation, thus releasably coupled); 

a first actuation member (Figure 2) responsive to the actuation mechanism, and 
extending from the proximal end of the second jaw for causing a clamping movement of 
the first and second jaws; and 
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an electrical supply line (Figure 2) responsive to the actuation mechanism, and 
extending from the proximal end of the second jaw for electrically energizing the first 
and second electrodes (p. 2, [0023-0026], p. 4, [0041 ]-p. 5, [0043]). 

Claims 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Whitman (6,698,643). Whitman discloses a stapler head, comprising: 
a first jaw including an anvil (Figure 5 or 20); 

a second jaw operatively associated with the first jaw, opposing the first jaw and 

including a staple driving mechanism; and 

a staple holder including a staple supply; wherein: 

the staple holder is removably receivable by the second jaw (a removable tray of 
staples); 

the staple supply is actuable by the staple driving mechanism when the staple 
holder is received by the second jaw; and wherein 

a first actuation member responsive to an actuation mechanism for causing a 
clamping movement of the first and second jaws; and 

a second actuation member responsive to the actuation mechanism for 
controlling the staple driving mechanism to fire the staples (col. 7, line 19-col. 10, line 
37). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-7, 11-20 and 25-29 are allowed. 

Claims 9-10 and 22-24 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Gabby (6,638,285) discloses a surgical stapler and associated 
strip for sealing tissue. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Roy D. Gibson whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4767. The examiner can normally be reached on Tu-Th, 7:30 am-4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda Dvorak can be reached on 571-272-4764. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). ^? n 
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